BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
to strengthen herself even after a declaration of war.
Great Britain was a remote base no enemy could
attack and at this base all preparations could be made
without interruption for a decisive counter-attack.
British armies might lose battles on continental soil,
and have to remain on the defensive, but behind them
at home preparations were going forward to win the
final and decisive battle of the war. In the course of
time it has become almost an axiom that Great Britain
loses every battle but the last.
On the other hand, her dependence on imports
always represented a strategic weak point. Although
the country itself was unassailable, British shipping
routes were not, and in recent times they have become
more and more subject to attack and interruption by
hostile action. However, this assailability of Great
Britain's seaways never became a matter of vital
concern because sea communications could be defended
with the same weapons which defended the country
itself. Naval superiority was the means of defending
both the country itself and its shipping on the high seas.
The powerful fleet which prevented an enemy blockad-
ing the country or landing troops on its soil was also
able, with a little supplementary effort, to defend
British shipping too.
Command of the sea, i.e. the possession of a fleet
superior to any hostile fleet or likely combination
of fleets, was the means of solving the two chief
strategic problems of Great Britain during the World
War.